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CONTEXT
Name of Creator(s): Foley, Dr Catherine.

Biographical History: Dr Catherine Foley is a dancer and musician. Her undergraduate
degree is in music from Cork (NUI) and she holds a doctorate in ethnochoreology (Irish
traditional step dance) from London. She worked as a collector of Irish traditional music,
song and dance for Muckross House, Killarney, Co. Kerry, and has lectured, performed,
published, and given workshops internationally. She designed the MA Ethnochoreology
and the MA Irish Traditional Dance Performance courses at the Irish World Academy of
Music and Dance, University of Limerick, and acted as director of both courses until her
retirement in 2019. Catherine was instrumental in the establishment and development of
the National Dance Archive of Ireland and served as its first director. She is also founder
and Chair Emerita of Dance Research Forum Ireland.

Immediate Source of Acquisition: Donated to the National Dance Archive of Ireland
by Dr Catherine Foley in 2019.

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE

Scope and Content: This collection comprises a series of interviews conducted by Dr
Catherine Foley with dancers, choreographers, and other individuals in the field of dance.

Appraisal, Destruction and Scheduling Information: All records have been retained.
Accruals: Accruals are expected at regular intervals.

System of Arrangement: The files have been arranged chronologically by the date of the
original interview.

CONDITIONS OF ACCESS AND USE
Conditions Governing Access: Unrestricted access to all items.

Conditions Governing Reproduction: Standard copyright regulations apply to all items.
For reproducing material, please consult with the staff.

Language/ Scripts of Material: English.



Physical Characteristics and Technical Requirements: WMA and MP3 files. Digital
access is provided in the reading room — please consult with a member of staff.

Finding Aids: A hard copy of the descriptive catalogue is available at the Special
Collections and Archives Department, Glucksman Library, University of Limerick.

ALLIED MATERIALS

Related Units of Description: Also see Irish National Ballet Collection (N77) donated
by Michael Blair; Brian Bunting Papers (N78); Patricia Crosbie Papers (N4); Marguerite
Donlon Papers (N17); and Irish Modern Dance Theatre Papers (N19) donated by John
Scott.

DESCRIPTION CONTROL

Archivist’s Note: Collection arranged and described by Anna-Maria Hajba.

Rules or Conventions: This description follows guidelines based on ISAD(G) 2nd
edition, 2000, Irish Guidelines for Archival Description, 2009, National Council on Archives: Rules
Jor the Construction of Personal, Place and Corporate Names, 1997, and EAP Guidance on Data
Protection for Archive Services, 2018.

Date of Description: November 2019.
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The Conversations from the Archive Collection

1 MICHAEL BLAIR

20 November 2015
Recording of an interview with Michael Blair, former stage and technical
manager and later company manager of the Irish National Ballet. Blair
discusses the foundation and evolution of the ballet company, shares his
recollections of its founder Joan Denise Moriarty and his memories of
touring with the company, and describes the folding of the Irish National
Ballet in 1989 and the factors contributing to the company’s demise.
Duration 00:27:40.

1 MP3 file

2 BRIAN BUNTING

7 June 2016
Recording of an interview with Brian Bunting, who discusses his early
interest in dance and his times with Patricia Mulholland’s School of Irish

Dancing as a young boy and teenager. Duration 00:24:34.
1 WMA file

3 PATRICIA CROSBIE

20 October 2016
Recording of an interview with Patricia Crosbie, a ballet dancer and dance
teacher. Crosbie discusses her eatly introduction to ballet, her training
with Joan Denise Moriarty, and her time with the Cork Ballet Company
and the Irish Ballet Company (later Irish National Ballet). She describes
her most memorable roles, including the Widow Quin in The Playboy of the
Western World and Odette/ Odile in Swan Lake. She describes her
subsequent career as a dancer in London, which included choreographing
for and touring with the rock band The Kinks, her subsequent return to
Cork in the late 1990s, and her role as Ballet Mistress, teacher, and
choreographer for Cork City Ballet. Crosbie concludes by sharing her
memories of touring in the former Yugoslavia and in Northern Ireland
during the Troubles. Duration 00:29:50.

1 WMA file
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4 MARGUERITE DONLON

30 October 2016
Recording of an interview with dancer and choreographer Marguerite
Donlon. Donlon discusses her passion for dance and improvisation from
an early age and the lack of opportunities to cultivate these interests in a
rural community in County Longford. She outlines her introduction to
ballet at the age of 14 and subsequent training in London, first in the
Royal Academy of Dance and later with the English National Ballet. She
describes the commencement of her professional career as dancer and
choreographer with Staatsballett Berlin and her growing interest in
choreography, which led to her resignation and the commencement of a
career in freelance choreography. Donlon concludes with her growing
interest in coaching and her plans and hopes for the future. Duration
00:42:30.

1 WMA file

5 JOHN SCOTT

1 March 2017
Recording of an interview with John Scott by Dr Catherine Foley. Scott
discusses the gradual development of his interest in dance, his training
with Dublin City Ballet and with Meredith Monk, and the founding of
the Irish Modern Dance Theatre in 1991 to provide creative and
employment opportunities for Irish dancers and choreographers in
Ireland. Scott discusses the dance works he has created, his creative
collaboration with other artists, and his ground-breaking work with
victims of torture which culminated in the production of the dance work
The White Space. More broadly, the interview provides an interesting
insight into the evolution of contemporary dance in Ireland. Duration
01:23:49.

1 WMA file

6 JONATHAN KELLIHER

5 October 2018

Recording of an interview with Jonathan Kelliher, artistic director of
Siamsa Tire the National Folk Theatre of Ireland, by Dr Catherine Foley.
Kellhier recalls his eatly training at Siamsa Tire and his appointment to
its professional performing company at the age of 18 in 1989. He shares
his memories of Fr Pat Ahern, founding member of Siamsa Tire, and his
recollections of touring with the company. Kelliher describes the shows
he has created for Siamsa Tire and the way in which they were created.
He discusses traditional Irish dancing styles and his preference for the
Kerry style. He concludes by outlining his ethos as artistic director and
his vision for Siamsa Tire for the next five years. Duration 00:47:46.
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