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Introduction
The University of Limerick Graduate Outcomes Survey (GOS) is a detailed review of the employment outcomes of UL  
graduates conducted annually by the University and supported by the Higher Education Authority (HEA).The survey forms 
part of a nation-wide review of the employment outcomes of Irish University Graduates. This year 3,685 graduates were 
surveyed, with a response rate of 70%. Simultaneously, the HEA published its report, ‘What Do Graduates Do?’ 
Outcomes from this report facilitate the comparison of UL’s statistics with those nationally. According to the Sunday Times 
‘Good University Guide’, the University of Limerick is University of the Year 2019. UL’s leading position in graduate  
employability, its Cooperative Education and internship programmes, its research in partnership with industry and the 
opening of the €31million new Glucksman Library were among the many reasons for the award. 
7KHVH�RXWFRPHV�UHȵHFW�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\ȇV�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�LQGXVWU\�DQG�JUDGXDWH�HPSRZHUPHQW�WKURXJK�
HPSOR\DELOLW\��ZKLFK�DUH�IRXQGLQJ�SULQFLSOHV�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\.�7KH\�DUH�DOVR�UHȵHFWHG�LQ�WKH�VWDWLVWLFV�EHORZ.�

Graduate Outcomes Survey – 2018 Results
Primary Degrees
7KH�*26�FRQWLQXHV�WR�UHȵHFW�FRQȴGHQFH�LQ�WKH�JUDGXDWH�HPSOR\PHQW�PDUNHW�ZLWK�FRQVLVWHQW�HPSOR\PHQW�levels overall. It 
is not possible to make comparisons with the national employment level of graduates as that data is not yet available, but 
the employment record of UL graduates has always been consistently higher than the national average. Key outcomes for 
Primary Degree graduates include:

• Number of graduates and survey respondents – 2,216 Primary Degree graduates surveyed with a response rate
of 74%.

• In postgraduate study or research - 17% of graduates, a decrease of 1% on 2017.

• Currently employed - 79% of graduates, 67% in Ireland and 12% overseas.

• Seeking employment - 3% of graduates, an increase of 1% on 2017. This is less than the current national
unemployment rate of 4.5%.

• Not available for employment - 1% of graduates. It is important to note that this category includes graduates who
cannot pursue a career or further study due to domestic circumstances, illness or perhaps due to taking a year or
more out to travel.

• Average salary - €30,277 with 46% of graduates achieving a salary in excess of €30,000. This is an increase of €489
on 2017.

• Key sectors ��(PSOR\PHQW�RI�3ULPDU\�'HJUHH�JUDGXDWHV�LQ�WKH�3URIHVVLRQDO��6FLHQWLȴF�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�VHFWRUV�LV�DW
12%. Human Health and Social Work at 18% has overtaken Financial, Insurance, and Real Estate at 17%. Graduate
employment in the Industry sector has increased by 12% to 15%. Primary Degree graduate employment in
(GXFDWLRQ�UHPDLQHG�VLJQLȴFDQW�DW����.�7KH�RYHUDOO�HPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�IRU�(GXFDWLRQ�JUDGXDWHV�LV������ZLWK����
employed in Ireland and 11% teaching overseas, a decrease of 3% on the previous year. Of the 79% employed in
Ireland, 84% of those were full-time positions.

• Employed by region – Of those employed, 70% of UL Primary Degree graduates have secured employment in the
West (including the West, Mid-West, and the South West) and 22% have secured employment in the East. Growth of
graduate opportunities in the Mid-West continued with an increase of 6% to 46%, and there was a 5% drop in the
number of primary degree graduates in the East, to 22%. The most popular overseas location was North America
at 50% —an increase of 10% on the previous year, and overtaking the UK at 35%. The trend in graduates travelling
VKRZV�D�PDUNHG�VZLWFK�IURP�WKH�8.�WR�WKH�86��ZKLFK�LV�SRVVLEO\�D�UHȵHFWLRQ�RI�%ULWDLQȇV�SODQV�WR�H[LW�WKH�(XURSHDQ
Union.

Executive Summary_________________________________________________
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Higher Degrees

PhDs
Results for PhD graduates for 2018 reveal that UL’s doctoral students are very much in demand, particularly in Ireland. Key 
outcomes for PhD graduates include:

• Number of graduates and survey respondents – A total of 119 PhD graduates were surveyed, with a response
rate of 61%.

• Further study or research – 0%.

• Currently employed – 96% of graduates, which is a 4% increase on the previous year. 81% of those graduates are
employed in Ireland, an increase of 5% on the previous year and 15% are employed abroad, a decrease of 1% from
the previous  year.

• Seeking employment – 3%, a fall of 1% from the previous year.

• Not available for employment – 1%, same as the previous year.

• Average salary – €38,983.

• Key sectors Ȃ�(GXFDWLRQ������3URIHVVLRQDO��6FLHQWLȴF�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�$FWLYLWLHV������+XPDQ�+HDOWK�DQG�6RFLDO�:RUN
Activities 13%,  and Industry 5%.

• Employed by region – Mid-West 67%, East 19%, and outside Ireland 15%.

*URZWK�LQ�3K'�HPSOR\PHQW�LQ�WKH�DERYH�NH\�VHFWRUV�UHȵHFWV�WKH�JURZWK�EHLQJ�HQMR\HG�E\�WKRVH�SDUWLFXODU�VHFWRUV�LQ�
Ireland.

Research Master’s Degrees
Results for Research Master’s degree graduates of 2018 also reveal that UL’s Master’s graduates are very much in demand.  
Key outcomes for Research Master’s graduates include:

• Number of graduates and survey respondents – 15 Research Master’s graduates surveyed with a response rate
of 100%.

• Further study – 7% of graduates, that is a decrease of 3% from the previous year.

• Currently employed – 80% of graduates, which is a decrease of 10% from the previous year. 100% of those
graduates are employed in Ireland.

• Seeking employment – 13%.

• Not available for employment –  0%.

• Average salary – €30,624.

• Key sectors�Ȃ�ΖQGXVWU\�DW������3URIHVVLRQDO��6FLHQWLȴF�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�$FWLYLWLHV�DW������(GXFDWLRQ������+XPDQ�+HDOWK
and Social Work Activities at 8%, and construction at 8%.

• Employed by region – Mid-West at 58%, East at 17%, South-West at 17%, and south-East 8%.

Executive Summary_________________________________________________
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Taught Master’s Degrees
Results for Taught Master’s degree graduates of 2018 reveal an average salary increase of €1,520 on 2018. Employer  
support for further study is demonstrated by this increase in starting salaries for graduates who have pursued further 
study. 
Key outcomes for Taught Masters’ graduates include:

• Number of graduates and survey respondents – 1,007 Taught Master’s graduates surveyed with a response rate
of 67%.

• Further study – 4%.

• Currently employed – 90% of graduates. 77% of those graduates are employed in Ireland, a decrease of 3% and
13% are employed abroad, that is a decrease of 3%.

• Seeking employment – 4%.

• Not available for employment – 2%.

• Average salary – €35,060.

• Key sectors – Human Health and Social Work Activities at 18%, Education at 15%, Industry and Financial,
ΖQVXUDQFH�	�5HDO�(VWDWH�ERWK�DW������3URIHVVLRQDO��6FLHQWLȴF�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�$FWLYLWLHV�DW������DQG�ΖQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG
Communication at 9%.

• Employed by region – Mid-West 46%, East 27%, outside Ireland 13%, South-West 11% and West 8%.

Postgraduate Diplomas
Employer support continues for professional development, and in particular in the areas of Education, Nursing,  
Engineering, and Industry, which is consistent with the growth in those particular sectors. Key outcomes for Postgraduate 
Diploma holders include:

• Number of graduates and survey respondents – 62 Postgraduate Diploma graduates surveyed with a response
rate of 85%.

• Further study – 4%.

• Currently employed – 89% of graduates, which is an increase of 11% on the previous year. 85% of those graduates
are employed in Ireland, (a 15% increase on the previous year) and 4% are employed abroad, that is a decrease of
5% from the previous year.

• Seeking employment – 5%.

• Not available for employment – 2%.

• Average salary – €34,452.

• Key sectors�Ȃ�+XPDQ�+HDOWK�DQG�6RFLDO�:RUN�$FWLYLWLHV������ΖQGXVWU\������(GXFDWLRQ������3URIHVVLRQDO��6FLHQWLȴF
and Technical Activities, and Information & Communication both at 6%.

• Employed by region – Mid-West 47%, East 13%, South-West 22%, outside Ireland at 4%.

Executive Summary_________________________________________________
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• Number of graduates and survey respondents – 512 $+66 graduates surveyed, with a response rate of 77%.

• Currently employed in Ireland – 50%.

• Currently employed abroad – 10%, which is a decrease of 5% from the previous year.

• Further study�Ȃ����.�7KLV�UHIOHFWV�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�����DQG�LW�LV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�WUHQG�DFURVV�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�VHFWRU�
GXH�WR�WKH�QRQ�YRFDWLRQDO�QDWXUH�RI�VRPH�SURJUDPPHV.�*UDGXDWHV�VSHFLDOLVH�RU�ORRN�IRU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�MXPS�
industries. Employers in business industries look for postgraduate $+66 students with niche skills such as, research�
and behaviour analysis from an M.Sc. in Sociology, or communication skills from a postgraduate in linguistics or�
international studies.

• Seeking employment – 3%.

• Not available for employment – 2%.

• Average salary – €27,482, an increase of €1148 on the previous year.

• Gender – The number of $+66 primary degree graduates who responded comprised 140 males and 252 females,�
with 1% more females than males in employment.

Faculty of Education & Health Sciences
2018 survey results for the Faculty of Education & Health Sciences (EHS) reveal:

• Number of graduates and survey respondents – 639 EHS graduates surveyed with a response rate of 67%.

• Currently employed in Ireland – 63%, a decrease of 11% from the previous year.

• Currently employed abroad – 21%, an increase of 9% on the previous year.

• Further study – 14%, an increase of 3% on the previous year.

• Seeking employment – 1%, a decrease of 1% from the previous year.

• Not available for employment – 1%.

• Average salary – €30,828, which is the second-highest average salary. This includes graduates employed in Public
Sector where rates of pay are banded.

• Gender – The number of EHS primary degree graduates who responded comprised 176 males and 255 females.
Of the 176 males who responded 87% were in employment, and of the 255 females who responded 83% were in
employment.

Executive Summary - All Faculties_________________________________________________

This is a primary degree summary only. Visit UL’s Careers website at www3.ul.ie/careers for detailed faculty reports.

Faculty of Arts, +XPDQLWLHV and Social Sciences
2018 survey results for the Faculty of Arts, Law and Social Sciences ($+66) reveal: 
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Kemmy Business School
2018 survey results for Kemmy Business School reveal that:

• Number of graduates and survey respondents – 480 Kemmy Business School graduates surveyed with a
response rate of 83%.

• Currently employed in Ireland – 79%, an increase of 7% on the previous year.

• Currently employed abroad – 9%, a decrease of 2% from the previous year.

• Further study – 9%, a decrease of 6% from the previous year.

• Seeking employment – 1%.

• Not available for employment – 2%, an increase of 1% on the previous year.

• Average salary���Ȝ��������DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�Ȝ���.�7KLV�LQFOXGHV�WUDLQHH�DFFRXQWDQWV�RQ�WUDLQLQJ�RU�SDUW�TXDOLȴHG
FRQWUDFWV��ZKR�JR�RQ�WR�FRPPDQG�PXFK�KLJKHU�WKDQ�DYHUDJH�VDODULHV�RQ�UHFHLSW�RI�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�TXDOLȴFDWLRQ.

• Gender – The number of Kemmy Business School primary degree graduates who responded comprised 203
males and 194 females. Of the 203 males who responded 87% were in employment, and of the 194 females who
responded 88% were in employment.

Faculty of Science & Engineering 
2018 survey results for the Faculty of Science & Engineering reveal that:

• Number of graduates and survey respondents – 817 Science & Engineering Primary Degree graduates surveyed
with a response rate of 69%.

• Currently employed in Ireland – 76%, an increase of 3% on the previous year.

• Currently employed abroad – 8%, a decrease of 3% from the previous year.

• Further study – 12%.

• Seeking employment - 4%, an increase of 1% on the previous year.

• Not available for employment -1%.

• Average salary - €31,270 is the highest average salary

• Gender – The number of Science & Engineering primary degree graduates who responded comprised 406
males and 154 females. Of the 406 males who responded 81% were in employment, and of the 154 females who
responded 84% were in employment.

Note: Any discrepancy in total student numbers is due to inclusion of inter-faculty courses

Executive Summary - All Faculties_________________________________________________
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The University of Limerick Graduate Outcomes Survey results represent a snapshot in time, approximately one year 
after students’ graduation. They refl ect what for many graduates is the fi rst step in their career journey and some 
graduates are still exploring their career choices. Economic recovery in particular sectors is also infl uencing graduate 
employment choices with a move to the West (West, Mid-West, South-West) signalling opportunities in industry in these 
locations. 

UL’s Cooperative Education & Careers Division would like to thank all those who assisted in any way with the Graduate 
Outcomes Survey 2018. This project is important not only for internal reporting purposes but also for providing key 
information for the various league tables and university ranking activities to which the University of Limerick contributes. 
More detailed information on the Graduate Outcomes Survey results for each faculty is available at www.ul.ie/careers.

I trust that you will fi nd this publication a useful resource for future planning.

Executive Summary - Conclusion_________________________________________________

Gavin Connell
Head of Careers
Cooperative Education & Careers Division
University of Limerick
September 2019
www.ul.ie/careers
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Graduate Employment Trends
Primary Degrees: All Faculties
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Overview
Nationally
*UDGXDWH�HPSOR\PHQW�WUHQGV�LQ�ΖUHODQG�UHȵ�HFW�WKH�SRVLWLYH�FKDQJH�DQG�JURZWK�LQ�WKH�
economy. There have been new company announcements, higher levels of output 
IURP�ELRSKDUPD�DQG�ELRWHFK�VHFWRUV��DQG�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�ȵ�RZ�RI�IRUHLJQ�GLUHFW�
investment. The national unemployment rate for 2019 is 4.5%, down 1.4% from last 
\HDU.�7KLV�ȴ�JXUH�LV�FORVH�WR�WKH�IXOO�HPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�LQ�ΖUHODQG.

Demand for graduates
Demand for third-level graduates is very positive particularly in the areas of Industry, 
3URIHVVLRQDO��6FLHQWLȴ�F�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�$FWLYLWLHV��ZLWK�+XPDQ�+HDOWK�DQG�6RFLDO�:RUN�
Activities, Information and Communication and Construction up slightly. Employers are 
using graduate talent as a strategic instrument. They are actively seeking out the best 
WDOHQW�DQG�DFFRUGLQJO\��WKH�MREV�PDUNHWSODFH�LV�YHU\�FRPSHWLWLYH.�

National challenges
However, challenges do exist in the labour market, challenges which drive graduate 
demand. They include uncertainties in the Global and the European arenas, and in 
particular Brexit. Developing a national talent pool that is resilient, skills-appropriate, 
and entrepreneurial in outlook is core to the UL mission. There has been a continued 
increase in the level of graduate recruitment activities on campus this year, including 
the UL Careers Fair, which is currently booked to capacity with many employers enquir-
ing about an additional Spring Fair. In addition, the Cooperative Education programme 
FRQIHUV�VLJQLȴ�FDQW�DGYDQWDJH�RQ�8/�JUDGXDWHV.�6XEVWDQWLDO�UHVHDUFK�RQ�WKH�EHQHȴ�WV�RI�
work-based learning ground this programme, and the high demand for UL graduates 
clearly demonstrates its success. In addition, work experience and internships contin-
ue to drive the graduate recruitment agenda, with employers viewing those aspects of 
the programme as key to a graduate’s successful integration into professional roles.
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Graduate Employment Trends              
Employment by Faculty: All Primary Levels

UL Careers Fair: October 3rd, 2019
The annual UL Careers Fair off ers recruiters the opportunity to attract, engage with, and retain highly skilled candidates 
early in the selection process. In addition to job-related qualifi cations, skills in demand include technical skills of analytical 
thinking, self-motivation, collaboration, and fl exibility, and soft skills of being open to new ways of thinking, working 
eff ectively in diverse teams and demonstrating respect for others. (Graduate Market Survey, 2018).
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A key result of the UL Graduate Outcomes Survey 2018 is the high value placed by employers on postgraduate 
qualifications including postgraduate diplomas. The differential between Levels 8 and 9 graduates going directly into 
employment reflects this value-based demand. The strong demand for UL Taught Master’s degree graduates is reflective 
of this particular result. 
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Graduate Employment Trends      
Employment by Award Level: All Faculties
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Graduate Employment Trends      
Employment by Gender: All Award Levels, Science & Engineering
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The average starting salary for UL Primary Degree graduates in 2017 was €29,788, 
which is marginally higher than the previous year at €29,343. The increase in the last 
four to five years has been approximately €500 per year. This increase is in line with 
the national average, a clear indication that graduate starting salaries are continuing to 
rise, at the same time as the increase in graduate employment. It is also back to 2006 
prerecession levels of €25,000 to €29,000. A number of key factors continue to influ-
ence salary levels of Primary Degree graduates. They include degree discipline, type of 
job, employment sector, and location of employment. 
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Overview of Survey Results 
Primary Degree Graduates: Science & Engineering
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Sectoral trends in the employment of Primary Degree graduates from 6FLHQFH� 	� (QJLQHHULQJ include the FRQWLQXHG 
demand for Professional, Scientific, and Technical activities graduates, DQG�D�����LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�ΖQGXVWU\�VHFWRU.�7KLV�LV�
RIIVHW�E\�D�GURS�RI�����LQ�+XPDQ�+HDOWK�	�6RFLDO�:RUN.

Employment Sectors
Primary Degree, Science & Engineering

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Activities Graduates
• Law and Accountancy
• Management Consultancy
• Architectural and Engineering: Technical Testing and

Analysis
• Scientific Research and Development
• Advertising and Market Research

Human Health and Social Work Activities Graduates
• Human Health and Social Work Activities
• Residential Care Activities
• Social Work Activities without Accommodation
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Ireland

Employment rates for Primary Degree gradu-
ates in the West (including the West, Mid-West 
and the South) continue to rise, with 62% of UL 
graduates working within these regions. This 
high concentration of graduates employed in the 
West and in the Mid-West in particular, across all 
IDFXOWLHV��LV�D�VLJQLȴ�FDQW�IDFWRU�LQ�WKH�DWWUDFWLRQ�
of foreign direct investment to the region, and is 
fundamental to the development of the stra-
tegic regional development plan. The shortage 
of available rental property in the East is also 
driving employers to ‘nearshore’ some of their 
RSHUDWLRQV�LQ�UHJLRQDO�Rɝ��FHV.�

Global

7KHUH�LV�D�VLJQLȴ�FDQW�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�3ULPDU\�'HJUHH�JUDGXDWH�HPSOR\PHQW.�*UDGXDWHV�HPSOR\HG�LQ�WKH�8.�
GHFOLQHG�E\�D�VLJQLȴ�FDQW�����GHFOLQH�RQ�WKH������ȴ�JXUH.�7KH�FRQIXVLRQ�DQG�QHJDWLYLW\�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�8.�DQG�%UH[LW�LV�
clearly a key factor in the decline of the UK’s popularity as an overseas location for graduate employment. On the other 
KDQG��(8�JUDGXDWH�HPSOR\PHQW�KDV�JURZQ�E\����DQG�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�E\���.�7KLV�WUHQG�LV�UHȵ�HFWLYH�RI�WHDFKHUV��QXUVHV��
and business remaining in Ireland and the growth in new opportunities related and, unrelated to Brexit. Overall, opportuni-
ties in Ireland are growing.

Regions of Employment
Global and Ireland: Primary Degree, Science & Engineering
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Jobs Analysis

The University Careers Service advertised 10,631 
vacancies to graduates in the last academic year. 
42% of these vacancies were within Ireland and 

remaining 17% were international.
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Jobs Analysis

These fi gures indicate the job positions available outside of Ireland (from our UL Careers Connect website).

The % of job opportunities of specifi c regions around Ireland. 
It is split into nine diff erent regions. The ‘Nationwide’ region 
consists of job opportunities that had more than 1 specifi c 
location in Ireland.

The highest sector was Teaching and Education at 
33%, the high demand was driven by the UK seeking 
Irish teachers.

Ireland Sectors for job opportunities
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Career Sector Spotlight
Cooperative Education & Careers Division

Biopharma
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Biopharma_____________________________

Sector Overview
Pharma includes Biopharma, the 
chemical production of drugs, and 
Biologics, the production of medicines 
in living organisms such as plant or ani-
mal cells and medical technologies. Ire-
land is one of the leading locations for 
pharmaceutical and pharma related 
industries in Europe. Irish companies 
contribute greatly to the discovery, de-
velopment, production, and marketing 
of pharmaceutical drugs and medical 
devices. This sector is transitioning 
from a chemical processing model 
to a high-value biopharmaceutical 
investment in complex, cutting-edge 
science. A $10 billion investment in 
new facilities in Ireland in the last 10 
years is close to the biggest invest-
ment in new facilities anywhere in the 
world. These companies are making 
thirty-year investments in their futures. 
Ireland is attracting this type and level 
of investment because of the highly 
skilled talent available. 

Location
90 Pharma companies currently 
operate in Ireland including 9 of the 
world’s top ten Pharma and Biotech 
companies. 30 of those companies 
have FDA approval (US Food and Drug 
Administration). This sector employs 
53,000 people (28,200 directly and, 
25,000 indirectly) with 85% of the total 
number employed by 35 companies, 
almost all of which are located in Cork.

Graduate Opportunities
The Expert group on Future Skills 
Needs (EGFSN) expects the biopharma 
sector will create more than 8,500 jobs 
by 2022, bringing the total number 
employed in this sector to almost 
40,000. Opportunities for graduates 
exist across the disciplines of science, 
engineering, technology, business, and 
communication. This sector employs 
25% of all PhD graduates, and 86% of 
other graduates have a Level 8 degree.

Skills
Health; Science: process development 
analytical biochemistry; Engineering:
bioprocessing with an emphasis on 
single use manufacturing systems; prod-
uct development and design; precision 
engineering toolmaking; systems instal-
lation including plant and equipment;   
Technology: biotechnology skills to sup-
port bioprocessing with an emphasis on 
analytical technology; data analytics and 
data savvy; Business: Supply chain man-
DJHPHQW��UHJXODWRU\�D΍DLUV�LQ�ELRSKDU-
maceutical manufacturing & release 
testing; Communication: public relations 
and marketing; technical communica-
tion including technical writing.

Related Sectors
MedTech (Medical Technologies) and 
Medical Devices.   

Future Trends
Organic growth and strengthening inno-
vation in order to capitalise on new op-
portunities are key priorities of Pharma 
CEOs. In addition, leadership, problem 
solving, creativity, and innovation are 
key soft skills for their employees. The 
trajectory for healthcare demand is a 
positive one with ageing populations in 
PDMRU�PDUNHWV�DQG�H[SDQGLQJ�DɞXHQFH�
in emerging ones driving inputs and 
outputs. Ireland remains a world leader 
in the area of pharmaceutical manufac-
turing, the seventh largest exporter of 
medicines, and the largest net exporter 
of pharmaceuticals in the EU. 50% of 
the total goods exported from Ireland 
are pharmaceutical products. Accord-
ingly, diverse opportunities for gradu-
ates in this sector and related sectors 
will increase.

Sources
Future Skills Needs of the Biophara Industry in Ireland, by 
the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN), August 
2016; IDA; Life Science Consultants; NIBRT (The National 
Institute for Bioprocessing and Research and Training);P-
WC Twenty years inside the mind of Pharmaceuticals and 
Life Sciences CEOs (2017)

Graduates 
employed in 
this sector

_______________________

25% of all 
PhD graduates;

86% of graduates with 
a Level 8 degree

Companies 
operating in 

Ireland
_________________________

90 Pharma compa-
nies including 9 of the 

world’s top 10; 35% 
providing 85% of the 

employment 

Q U I C K 
FACTS

Graduate 
Opportunities
_______________________

Science, engineering, 
technology, business, 
and communication
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Sector Overview 
Medical Technology or MedTech is any 
technology used to treat individuals 
VX΍HULQJ�IURP�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�FRQ-
ditions, and to improve and extend 
their lives. It diagnoses, monitors, and 
WUHDWV�PRVW�GLVHDVHV�WKDW�D΍HFW�VRFLHW\�
today. Ireland produces a wide range 
of medical device products including at 
the low-tech end of the scale, every-
day objects such as pregnancy tests, 
contact lenses, and ventilators. At the 
high tech end, production includes 
pacemakers, stents, orthopaedic hip, 
and knee joints. The European Med-
Tech market represents 31% of the 
world market and is the second largest 
after the US. In 2015, Ireland secured 
one third of all Medtech investment in 
Europe, with €652 million invested by 
existing Medtech companies. In 2016, 
exports from this sector reached €12.6 
billion. The sudden increase in potential 
for Internet of Things (IOT) businesses 
is set to reach €6.5 trillion by 2025, with 
healthcare the single greatest sector 
its driving force. Advanced manufactur-
ing meets modern MedTech to create 
personalised medical devices. This is 
connected health. Ireland is uniquely 
placed to take a global lead in this area 
having not only a global MedTech hub 
but also 9 of the top 10 biopharma 
companies and 10 of the top 10 ICT 
companies located here. 

Location
250 medical technology companies 
currently operate in Ireland. 9 of the 
world’s top 10 have operations here. 
60% of these companies are Irish 
owned making important contributions 
to the medical devices sector and global 
exports. The sector employs 38,000 
people; it is per capita the second larg-
est employer in the EU. 

Graduate Opportunities
The Expert group on Future Skills Needs 
(EGFSN) expects the medical technology 
and medical devices sector will create 
more than 4,000 jobs by 2020. Op-
portunities for graduates exist across 

MedTech_____________________________

the disciplines of science, engineering, 
technology, business, and communi-
FDWLRQ.�7KH�FRQYHUJHQFH�RI�GL΍HUHQW�
technologies with medical device prod-
ucts means that there is a demand for 
graduates with expertise in the areas 
of informatics, maths, nanotechnology, 
software development, engineering, and 
statistics. The fastest growing sub-sec-
tors are in-vitro diagnostics, connected 
health, and combination devices.

Skills
Science: biological science; chemical 
science; material science; pharmaceu-
tical science; Engineering: automa-
tion; bioprocessing; processing; new 
product development; polymer; lean 
sigma; quality assurance; risk assess-
ment;   software validation technology;   
informatics; nano technology; software 
development; statistics; Business:   
ȴQDQFH��KHDOWKFDUH�HFRQRPLFV��KXPDQ�
resources; purchasing and sales;   Com-
munication: public relations and medi-
cal marketing; technical communication 
including technical writing; international 
and applied languages.

Related sectors 
Biopharma, and ICT.

Future Trends
The trajectory for demand in medical 
devices is a positive one with ageing 
populations in major markets and 
H[SDQGLQJ�DɞXHQFH�LQ�HPHUJLQJ�RQHV�
driving inputs and outputs. Sector 
growth stands at 4.4% annually, and for 
nearly a decade in Europe. The available 
pool of talent is growing too with an 
increase in STEM graduates over the 
ODVW�ȴYH�\HDUV.�/HYHO���HQJLQHHULQJ�DSSOL-
cations in particular, have increased by 
23.9%, science applications by 17.2%. 
The Irish MedTech sector has grown, 
with exports quadrupling in the past ten 
years to €12.6 billion, which represents 
10% of Irish exports. 

Companies 
operating 
in Ireland

________________________
250 including 9 of the 

world’s top 10

Q U I C K 
FACTS

Graduate 
Opportunities

___________________________
for graduates with 

expertise in 
informatics, maths, 
nano-technology,
software develop-

ment, engineering and 
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Future 
Trends

___________________________
A positive trajectory 
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standing at
 4.4% annually, for a 

decade in 
Europe
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Sector Overview
Financial services involve the
investment, lending, and management 
of money and assets. It includes a num-
ber of sub-sectors including: aircraft 
OHDVLQJ�DQG�ȴQDQFLQJ��
asset management and investments; 
banking and payments; an insurance 
and reinsurance. Ireland is a leading 
ORFDWLRQ�IRU�ȴQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV.�7KH�Ζ)6&�
(International Financial Services Centre) 
situated in Dublin is the location for 
many foreign-owned multinationals as 
well as Irish-owned companies. Ireland 
LV�WKH�IRXUWK�ODUJHVW�H[SRUWHU�RI�ȴQDQFLDO�
services in the EU. Emerging sub-sec-
tors in this sector include: business 
SURFHVV�RXWVRXUFLQJ��ΖVODPLF�ȴQDQFH��
VSRUWV�EHWWLQJ��VPDUW�DJHLQJ��PDULQH�ȴ-
QDQFH��JUHHQ�ȴQDQFH��DQG�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�
investment. Financial technology of Fin-
Tech is a rapidly growing related sector, 
which competes and collaborates with 
ȴQDQFLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV��WKURXJK�LQQRYD-
tions and technologies that are radically 
FKDQJLQJ�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�ȴQDQFLDO�VHUYLFH�
sector.

Location
����LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ȴQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV�
companies currently operate in Ireland. 
7KLV�ȴJXUH�LQFOXGHV�KDOI�RI�WKH�ZRUOGȇV�
banks. 200 of those companies are 
Irish owned. 20 of the world’s top 25 
companies have operations here. 8 of 
the top 10 global aviation lessors are 
based in Ireland, and over 60% of the 
world’s leased commercial aircraft is 
owned or managed from Ireland. It is 
DOVR�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�ORFDWLRQ�IRU�SD\PHQWV�
technologies, with 25 payment compa-
nies operating here. 

Graduate Opportunities
Brexit and additional regulatory and 
ȴQDQFLDO�FKDQJHV�DUH�QRZ�FUHDWLQJ
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DFURVV�DOO�ȴQDQFLDO�
services. In addition to the long-estab-
lished activities within this sector, there 
is a need for graduates with expertise 
in high-end ICT, and graduates who 
are commercially minded capable of 
performing more traditional roles, and 

Financial Services_____________________________

at the same time excelling in customer 
facing opportunities.

Skills
Business including: accountancy; 
actuarial; data analysis including big 
data, data visualisations; quantitative 
modelling; forecasting; evaluating; 
reporting and web analytics; insurance 
and re-insurance; management con-
sulting including organisational change 
DQG�SHUIRUPDQFH��UHJXODWRU\�D΍DLUV�
and tax analysis; Technology including: 
ȴQDQFLDO�WHFKQRORJ\�ZLWK�VNLOOV�LQ�VSHFLȴF�
software packages; Communication 
including: public relations and market-
ing, technical communication including 
technical writing; international and 
applied languages. Soft skills including 
a capacity for innovation and problem 
solving. 

Related Sectors
FinTech; RegTech.

Future Trends
*OREDO�FKDOOHQJHV�VKDSLQJ�WKH�ȴQDQFLDO�
services industry today include: disrup-
tive changes driven by ICT; new breed 
technology-enabled competitors; big 
data; increased emphasis on risk; com-
pliance; security; new business models, 
products; and, services. In addition, 
WKH�LQWHQVLȴHG�JOREDO�FRPSHWLWLRQ�IRU�
foreign direct investment and for talent 
requires a concerted response in terms 
of the supply of quality graduates; talent 
attraction; ongoing skills development, 
and the capacity for innovation and 
SUREOHP�VROYLQJ.�0DQ\�ȴQDQFLDO�UROHV�
have become unrecognisable due to 
rapid change in this sector. It is people 
with varied technical skills and multi-in-
dustry experience who will transition 
more easily between clients, countries, 
and assignments. Leveraging technolo-
gy is key to achieving growth priorities. 

Sources
“A New Take on Talent” - PWC Annual CEO Survey, 2015; 
IFS2020: A Strategy for Ireland’s International Financial 
Services sector 2015-2020 Published March 2015; The 
National Skills Bulletin 2016 produced by (SLMRU) in 
SOLAS on behalf of the Expert Group on Future Skills 
Needs (EGFSN) 

Q U I C K 
FACTS
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Sector Overview
FinTech is the use of technology to 
GHOLYHU�ȴQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV�DQG�SURGXFWV��
which are accessible, convenient and 
tailored to 21st century consumers’ 
needs. New technologies will transform 
DQG�GLVUXSW�HYHU\�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�ȴQDQFLDO�
services sector from payments and 
transactions, to risk and compliance, to 
trading and commodities. This sector 
holds out the exciting prospect of 
achieving success through established 
IRUHLJQ�DQG�LQGLJHQRXV�ȴUPV��DQG�
indigenous dynamic start-up companies 
working together. Ireland has a very 
suitable mix of IFS and High Technology 
companies along with a good entre-
SUHQHXULDO�FXOWXUH�DQG�KLJKO\�TXDOLȴHG�
talent pool. In addition, Ireland has the 
support ecosystem, including graduates 
and workers, to ground many of the 
capabilities needed for success in this 
sector. Deloitte’s Blockchain Lab and 
Citi’s RIDL Centre are just two examples 
of multinationals recognising Ireland’s 
potential as a geographically advanta-
geous and knowledge-rich country driv-
LQJ�ȴQDQFLDO�LQQRYDWLRQ.�7KH�YHU\�UDSLG�
uptake of mobile technology in the 
GHYHORSLQJ�ZRUOG�R΍HUV�WUHPHQGRXV�
potential for Irish companies to achieve 
rapid growth in new markets.

Location There are 40,000 people 
HPSOR\HG�ZLWKLQ�ȴQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV��DQG�
a further 100,000 working in technolo-
gy. The FinTech sector employs 8,800 
people, up 7% on the 2015 and 40% on 
2008. On May 1st, 2018 Enterprise Ire-
ODQG�ODXQFKHG�WKH�ȴUVW�)LQWHFK�&HQVXV�
which will provide a crucial fact-base for 
FinTech companies, investors, policy-
makers and other stakeholders on the 
scope, scale, and strategic positioning 
of the Fintech sector in Ireland and will 
chart its growth.

Graduate Opportunities
%UH[LW��DGGLWLRQDO�UHJXODWRU\�DQG�ȴQDQ-
cial changes together with advances in 
technology are creating the opportu-
nities in this sector, which exist across 
the disciplines of technology, software 

FinTech_____________________________

engineering, business, and communi-
cation. Demand exists in particular for 
graduates with expertise in all areas of 
ȴQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV�DQG�KLJK�HQG�Ζ&7.�

Technical Skills
Mathematical; Financial services 
including: peer-to-peer lending and 
crowdfunding; digital and crypto-curren-
cies including bitcoin and digital wallets; 
robo advisory services; insurance; risk 
management; Technology including: AI; 
cybersecurity; programming; software 
engineering and development; and 
RegTech. Communication including: 
technical communication and  technical 
writing.

Related Sectors
Financial services and RegTech.

Future Trends
Changes in the international and 
European environment will further 
disrupt this sector. Related regulato-
ry and legislative changes will create 
challenges and opportunities across the 
entire professional services eco-sys-
tem. Notwithstanding, the prospect 
of achieving an EU wide market for 
ȴQDQFLDO�WHFKQRORJ\�WKDW�EHQHȴWV�60(V�
ORRNLQJ�IRU�ȴQDQFH��FRQVXPHUV�VHHNLQJ�
faster and cheaper ways to do business, 
and savers and pensioners is both ex-
citing and challenging. FinTech Ireland’s 
vision is ‘to support and foster a vibrant, 
globally-oriented FinTech hub that is 
synonymous with the development of 
cutting edge technology, the design 
of great products and solutions, and 
the growth of globally scalable FinTech 
ȴUPV.ȇ�7KH�SURSRVHG�FHQVXV�UHSRUW�
will ground a comparison between the 
Irish Fintech sector and other leading 
Fintech hubs to highlight areas where 
Ireland needs to improve. In addition, 
it will inform future policy across the 
areas of tax, regulation, investment and 
employment. 

Sources
https://fpai.ie/downloads/FPAI_FinTech_Report.pdf; 
https://careersportal.ie/sectors/sectors.php?sector_
id=14#.WQIUnfnyuCg; https://www.siliconrepublic.com/
FRPSDQLHV�ȴQWHFK�LUHODQG�RSSRUWXQLW\
PwC (2016) Report – Blurred lines: How FinTech is shap-
LQJ�ȴQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV���$�9LHZ�IURP�ΖUHODQG�

Q U I C K 
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Insurance_____________________________

Sector Overview
ΖQVXUDQFH�LV�D�VXE�VHFWRU�RI�ȴQDQFLDO�
services and a key player in that sector. 
ΖW�LV�D�PHDQV�RI�SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�ȴQDQ-
cial loss. It is a form of risk manage-
ment, primarily used to hedge against 
the risk of a contingent or uncertain 
loss. An entity which provides insur-
ance is known as an insurer, insurance 
company, insurance carrier or under-
ZULWHU.�6LQFH�WKH�ȴQDQFLDO�FULVLV�RI������
Ireland has become a global centre for 
insurance innovation by collaborating 
with the ICT sector. In 2016, a major 
survey of the Irish insurance sector 
found this sector’s leaders focused on 
growth and innovation amidst changing 
market conditions, economic challeng-
es, and international competition. More 
particularly, 79% of sector leaders said 
there were more opportunities for 
growth in their organisations now than 
there were three years ago. Internation-
al competitiveness is a key priority for 
the insurance industry, enabling further 
development of Ireland as an interna-
tional hub for insurance. 

Location
More than half of the world’s top 20 
insurance companies have a base 
in Ireland. This sector employees 
28,000 people with 1 in every 4 people 
employed directly or indirectly by the 
insurance sector. 

Graduate Opportunities
The insurance sector is highly regulated 
by the Central Bank of Ireland and the 
Minimum Competency Code is in place 
to ensure that those advising insurance 
FXVWRPHUV�DUH�IXOO\�TXDOLȴHG�DQG�NHHS�
their knowledge up to date through 
Continuing Professional Development 
(CPD) including: 
•Accredited Product Adviser (APA) –
WKURXJK�WKH�ΖΖΖ�Ȃ�HQWU\�OHYHO�TXDOLȴFDWLRQ
•Professional Diploma in Insurance (CIP)
WKURXJK�WKH�ΖΖΖ�Ȃ�IXOO�TXDOLȴFDWLRQ
•Professional Diploma in Financial
Advice (covers the broad spectrum of
ȴQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV�SURGXFWV��OHDGLQJ�WR
WKH�4XDOLȴHG�)LQDQFLDO�$GYLVHU��4)$�

WKURXJK�WKH�ΖΖΖ�Ȃ�IXOO�TXDOLȴFDWLRQ
•Actuary - Institute and Faculty of Actu-
DULHV��8.�Ȃ�IXOO�TXDOLȴFDWLRQ
In addition, the following University
RI�/LPHULFN�TXDOLȴFDWLRQV�DUH�KLJKO\
UHFRJQLVHG�LQVXUDQFH�VSHFLȴF�TXDOLȴFD-
tions within the insurance sector which
among others may provide exemptions
from some of the professional insur-
ance exams:
•Bachelor of Business Studies with Risk
Management
•Master of Science in Risk Management
and Insurance
•Bachelor of Financial Mathematics –
provides exemptions from the profes-
sional actuarial exams.
Financial services, Fintech, RegTech,
business, ICT, communication

Future Trends
The landscape of the insurance sector 
LV�XQGHUJRLQJ�YHU\�VLJQLȴFDQW�FKDQJH�
including radical social, and technologi-
cal change. Social trends are shaking up 
traditional business practices. Increas-
ingly, customers are demanding sim-
plicity, transparency, and speed in their 
transactions. This change represents 
both a challenge and an opportunity for 
the sector. Information and commu-
nication technologies are impacting 
insurance as they are other sectors. In-
creased access to the internet through 
smart phones and tablets is funda-
mentally changing the market. Insurers 
need to process the vast quantities of 
information generated (big data). The 
next wave of competitive advantage will 
come from exploiting unstructured data 
such as social media information, to 
maintain competitive advantage. 

Sources
“Creating the future for Insurance in Ireland” PWC 
Report, April 2014; “Insurance Ireland-PwC Pulse Survey”, 
2016; “www.careersportal.ie”

Q U I C K 
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Sector Overview
2017 was again a strong year for 
ICT professionals who up-skilled in 
sought-after technologies and method-
ologies. Ireland’s ICT sector continues to 
experience rapid change covering many 
niche areas. Many start-ups and young-
er companies continue to expand their 
information and communication tech-
nology teams. Ireland is the 2nd largest 
exporter of computer and ICT services 
in the world. Both foreign owned 
multinationals as well as home-grown 
start-ups continue to set up ICT shared 
services and competence centres in 
Ireland thereby requiring the addition of 
a second European language as well as 
ICT expertise. EU estimates suggest Eu-
rope could face an 800,000 person ICT 
skills shortage by 2020. Currently, the 
compound rate of growth in high level 
ICT skills in Ireland is 5% per annum. In 
2017, greater than 90% of IT profes-
sionals had a third level degree. 

Location
16 of the top 20 global technology
companies have their EMEA headquar-
WHUV�RU�WKHLU�VLJQLȴFDQW�RSHUDWLRQV�LQ�
Ireland including 9 of the top 10 US 
companies. 105,000 are directly em-
ployed in this sector. Dublin in particu-
lar, is a hub for gaming companies. 

Graduate Opportunities
Companies continue to favour Python 
for development projects, sustaining 
demand for graduates experienced 
in this language. There is increasing 
demand for experienced project man-
agers who combine the necessary ICT 
technical skills with stakeholder and 
client management. These professionals 
are in short supply as software develop-
ment is not always a typical career path 
for project managers. Consequently, 
salaries have increased and compe-
tition for such experience is likely to 
sharpen further in 2018/2019. Coding, 
automation and software development 
.QHW�VSHFLDOLVWV�DUH�NH\�TXDOLȴFDWLRQV�
currently in demand. This has encour-
aged indigenous up-skilling in this area, 

Information and Communication Technology______________________________________

and as a result has created interest 
from overseas. 
Software development has seen a 
VLJQLȴFDQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�GHPDQG�IRU�.QHW�
specialists. However, the local talent 
SRRO�LV�LQVXɝFLHQW��IRUFLQJ�VRPH�FRP-
panies to seek international graduates. 
Although demand for Java-based 
developers remains, new companies 
are increasingly choosing other tech-
nologies. Web and mobile development 
continues to be a strong area of growth 
leading to a predominantly acute short-
age of professionals with niche skills at 
commercial level. 

Future skills and trends in IT 
sector include:
• Increased demand for skilled profes-
sionals with automation experience
combined with strong coding skills, in
UHVSRQVH�WR�UDSLG�LQȵX[�DQG�JURZWK.
• Major growth in big data and data
analytics, as businesses of all sizes seek
to exploit their information assets and
ȴQG�QHZ�ZD\V�WR�XVH�LW�WKH\�DUH�VHHNLQJ
specialised analytical skills sets.
ȏ &UHDWLRQ�RI�VSHFLȴF�GHJUHHV�LQ�GDWD
analytics which are relatively new. How-
ever, graduates coming on stream are 
suited only to junior and mid-level roles. 
Thus, Irish based companies are looking 
WR�FRQWLQHQWDO�(XURSH�DQG�IXUWKHU�DȴHOG�
for more experienced professionals. 
Accordingly, graduates with a PhD in a 
TXDQWLWDWLYH�ȴHOG�VXFK�DV�VWDWLVWLFV��HFR-
nomics or engineering are in increasing 
demand for data scientist roles. 
• Growth of hybrid roles, for example
.net plus strong front end experience
for a more C# user interface-based
projects. Unquestionably, the primary
challenge facing this sector across
Ireland is the attraction and retention
of high-level ICT skills to address the
immediate requirement for advanced
ICT expertise.

Sources 
0RUJDQ�0F.LQOH\���Ζ7�6DODU\�	�%HQHȴWV�*XLGH������
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Education Sector_____________________________

Sector Overview
The Department of Education and Skills 
‘Action Plan for Education 2016 – 2019’ 
sets out the strategic direction and 
goals for the Irish education and train-
ing system, with an ambition for
Ireland’s system to be the best in 
Europe by 2026.  The primary objec-
tive of this action plan is to provide a 
strong talent pipeline which combines 
knowledge, skills and employability, 
RQH�ZKLFK�UHVSRQGV�H΍HFWLYHO\�WR�WKH�
needs of the enterprise, public service, 
and community sectors, both nationally 
and regionally, and at the same time  
maintains Irish leadership in Europe for 
skills availability. One third of all public 
service employees work in the educa-
tion and training sector.  The Depart-
ment of Education and Skills anticipates 
school enrolment will continue to grow 
over the next ten years. As the economy 
recovers, the ability to attract persons 
with science and maths skills into teach-
ing may become more challenging given 
that such skills are also in demand, in 
RWKHU�VHFWRUV�VXFK�ELRSKDUPD��ȴQDQFLDO�
services, and information and commu-
nication technology.

Location
In 2015, there were approximately 
120,000 people employed in selected 
education occupations, representing 
6.1% of national employment. Com-
SDUHG�WR�ȴYH�\HDUV�SUHYLRXVO\��WKLV�
represents a net 8,500 additional jobs 
created within the education sector. 

Graduate Opportunities
In Budget 2016, the Government 
announced the creation of over 1,400 
additional teaching posts for September 
2016 to deal with demographic demand 
alone. Government also announced the 
creation of over 800 additional teaching 
posts to reduce class size at primary 
level, and to enhance guidance and 
leadership at second level. Notwith-
standing recent periods of oversupply 
of teachers (in May 2016, there were 
460 job ready job seekers with third 
OHYHO�TXDOLȴFDWLRQV���LVVXHV�ZLWK�VRXUFLQJ�

teachers with a high level of expertise 
LQ�VSHFLȴF�ȴHOGV��VXFK�DV�VFLHQFH�DQG�
mathematics still exist.

Future Trends
The National Association of Princi-
pals and Deputy Principals (NAPD) 
anticipates 10,000 extra second-level 
students – an increase of 15 per cent 
by 2020. In addition, the association 
believes that Ireland is now a key, if not 
leading player in the development of 
ICT products and services. Accordingly 
to maintain this leadership position, Ire-
ODQG�QHHGV�VXɝFLHQW�WHDFKHUV�WR�WHDFK�
the STEM subjects at second level.

Sources
The Class of 2015 (HEA ReportFebruary 2017)
What Do Graduates Do? The Class of 2015, An Analysis 
of the First Destination of University Graduates. A report 
by the Higher Education Authority, February 2017
Expert Group on Future Skills Needs. National Skills 
Bulletin 2016, September 2016; Ireland’s Education and 
Training Sector Overview of Service Delivery and Reform. 
Department of Education & Skills, 2015; http://www.
independent.ie/irish-news/education/graduates-getting-
jobs-quickly-and-more-staying-in-ireland-35452728.html;
http://www.thejournal.ie/teachers-students-in-
crease-principals-1318957-Feb2014/; http://www.
education.ie/en/Publications/Corporate-Reports/Strate-
gy-Statement/Department-of-Education-and-Skills-Strat-
egy-Statement-2016-2019.pdf; (Second Level Education) 
National Figures; Ireland’s Education and Training Sector 
Overview of Service Delivery and Reform. Department of 
Education & Skills, 2015.
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Sector Overview
In 2012, four years before the EU 
referendum on Brexit, total output from 
the legal services sector in Ireland was 
€2.16 billion, more than property activ-
LWLHV��HQJLQHHULQJ��DQG�ȴQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV�
such as accounting, tax consultancy, 
and audit. Currently it is €2.3 billion. 
As a ‘hard Brexit’ is the current UK 
government’s preferred outcome, the 
legal services sector in Ireland should 
become even stronger, bolstered by 
JOREDO�ODZ�ȴUPV�ZKRVH�FOLHQWV�QHHG�WR�
work within the framework of EU law, 
including GDPR. The number of UK 
lawyers registering in Ireland has 
increased by 275% following the trig-
gering of Article 50. 806 lawyers from 
England and Wales have entered the 
Roll in Ireland. Lawyers who register in 
Ireland retain access to the European 
Court of Justice, EU tribunals and other 
EU legal institutions. The increased 
presence of leading global clients such 
as Google and Apple is also a draw. 
Other sectors including banking, poten-
WLDOO\�D΍HFWHG�E\�%UH[LW��KDYH�DOVR�LGHQWL-
ȴHG�ΖUHODQG�DV�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�WR�WKH�8..�
Banks in particular, have been vocal in 
naming Ireland as a potential post-Brex-
it location. Ancillary service providers 
such as eDiscovery, document review 
and computer forensics services also 
VWDQG�WR�EHQHȴW�IURP�WKLV�JURZWK.�
Combined with the impressive roster of 
global corporations such as Google and 
Apple who already call Ireland home, 
thanks in part to the region’s attractive 
FRUSRUDWLRQ�WD[�UHJLPHV��PDQ\�ȴUPV�ZLOO�
follow where their major clients lead.

Location
Legal practitioners in Ireland include 
solicitors, barristers, judges, legal 
executives, and company secretaries. 
&XUUHQWO\��������ODZ�ȴUPV�RSHUDWH�LQ�
Ireland. As of June 2017, there were 
10,122 solicitors. In 2018, there were 
2,300 barristers registered to practice.  
20% of all solicitors work in-house or 
in the public sector, and 24% in the 
ODUJHVW����ȴUPV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��DOO�ZLWK�

Law_____________________________

over 40 solicitors and some with many 
multiples of that. According to the Law 
6RFLHW\�������ZDV�WKH�ȴUVW�WLPH�D�IHPDOH�
majority has existed in any legal pro-
fession anywhere in the world. There 
were 4,623 female practising solicitors, 
compared with 4,609 male practising 
solicitors. 52% of legal practitioners are 
women with 48% in private practice. 

Graduate Opportunities
The supply from the education and 
WUDLQLQJ�V\VWHP�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�VXɝFLHQW�
to meet the current annual recruitment 
requirement, estimated at just over 
1,000. There were over 1,500 law gradu-
ates from NFQ level 8 in 2015. EU Legal 
Services Directives allow legal practi-
WLRQHUV�TXDOLȴHG�LQ�RQH�MXULVGLFWLRQ�WR�
practise in another EU jurisdiction, thus 
increasing labour mobility and interna-
tional opportunity. Opportunities for 
graduates exist in Ireland and across 
Europe in the following areas: private 
professional practice as solicitors and 
barristers; corporate; company secre-
WDULDO��FRPPHUFLDO��EDQNLQJ��ȴQDQFLDO�
services; technology; property; legal and 
FRPSOLDQFH��ȴQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV��SKDUPD��
information and communication tech-
nology; EU institutions where a second 
EU working language a requirement. 

Future Trends
Demand for legal professionals outside 
Dublin is strong and increasing since 
2016. Firms in regional areas particu-
larly Cork, Limerick and Galway have in-
FUHDVHG�WKHLU�VWDɝQJ�OHYHOV.�.H\�JURZWK�
areas remain litigation and property. 
Regional salaries have increased but 
they still lag behind Dublin salaries. 
:KLOH�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�ȴQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV�KDV�
been the market leader in recruiting 
legal professionals, 2016 saw a notable 
increase in roles within the pharma-
ceutical and technology industries with 
many companies expanding their Irish 
operations.
Sources
Legal Sector Report – FDR 2017; (careersportal); 2017 
Legal Salary Guide - Morgan McKinley Ireland; https://
www.brightwater.ie/docs/default-source/surveys/
salary-survey/2016/brightwater-salary-survey-2017.
pdf?sfvrsn=2; www.irishtechnews.ie
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Sector Overview
The retail sector is Ireland’s largest 
private sector employer and its most 
geographically diverse. Sub-sectors 
include the wholesale and motor trade 
sectors. In 2016, total spending by 
households on goods and services 
was €95.7 billion. Retail contributes €7 
billion in tax revenue to the national 
exchequer equating to 23% of total 
tax intake; more than twice that of 
ΖUHODQGȇV�VHFRQG�ODUJHVW�VHFWRU��ȴQDQ-
cial services, which contributes 11%. 
Currently half of Irish retailers believe 
overall employment in this sector may 
contract between 2018 and 2020, cit-
ing competitiveness, a more uncertain 
economic outlook, and the increasing 
use of automation and technology in 
the sector. 25% believe it will grow. As 
technology and consumer behaviour 
change, so retail changes, dramatically. 
In November 2017, more than 73% of 
Irish consumers surveyed by the Euro-
pean Consumer Centre (ECC) Ireland 
had shopped online in the previous 12 
months, generating sales in the region 
of €5 billion. 60% of those sales went 
to online retailers overseas. 

Location
There are 37,400 active wholesale and 
retail enterprises in Ireland. 85% of 
those enterprises employ less than 10 
people. Overall, the sector employs 
280,000 employees. 72% of those jobs 
are based outside of Dublin, much 
KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�Ζ&7�DQG�ȴQDQFLDO�VHU-
vices sectors, which, is less than 50%.

Graduate Opportunities 
Ireland’s retail sector comprises a 
broad mix of the very best in Irish and 
JOREDO�UHWDLOLQJ��LQFOXGLQJ�KLJK�SURȴOH�
department stores; pharmacy chains; 
DIY, home and electrical outlets; Irish 
and international fashion, footwear 
and luxury goods brands; major 
supermarket multiples; shopping 
centres; leading symbol groups and 
convenience stores; service stations; 
specialist outlets; and several local, 
independent operators. 

Retail Sector_____________________________

Small indigenous companies continue 
to dominate Ireland’s retail sector driv-
ing demand for Irish graduates. Many 
large, international, and indigenous 
retail chains compete for talent using 
their own international recruitment 
patterns. They seek graduates to join 
their yearly graduate programmes with 
opportunities to rotate across divisions, 
to gain experience. This change match-
es the mix of knowledge, skills, and abil-
ities currently in demand in this sector. 
While retailers anticipate limited growth, 
in overall employment, they anticipate 
the quality of roles and positions in 
the sector will improve as the sector 
evolves. 85% of Irish retailers’ intend to 
grow investment in people and careers, 
mainly in technology and refurbish-
ment. Sales are at the very heart of 
this sector, with every single business 
involved in selling either a product or a 
service. Employment opportunities exist 
across the disciplines of business, ICT, 
sciences, and communication. 

Future Trends 
Brexit poses an ongoing threat to the 
retail sector. The fear is, it will be a hard 
%UH[LW��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�SRVVLEOH�FRVW�LQȵD-
WLRQ�DQG�WDUL΍V.�+RZHYHU��ΖULVK�UHWDLOHUV�
remain optimistic about the future, with 
the majority having ambitions to devel-
op, invest in, and expand their business-
es in the next three years. Customers 
now shop online from a desktop, mobile 
device, or in-store. Customers now want 
to combine the personal service of tra-
ditional retailing with the convenience 
of using technology. Organisations 
strive to provide a seamless shopping 
experience whether online, on mobile 
or face-to-face. Accordingly, there is a 
greater demand for digital and analyt-
ical skills in retail, including knowledge 
of ‘big data’ to analyse consumption 
patterns and target consumers. 

Sources 
https://www.pwc.ie/media-centre/assets/publications/
surveys/2017/2017-pwc-total-retail-ireland.pdf; (Retail 
Ireland 2020 Report); (Ibec 2025 ); (prospects uk)
https://www.rec.uk.com/news-and-policy/corporate-blog/
the-future-of-retail-and-what-this-means-for-recruitment
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Overview 
Traditional and performing arts have 
become an intrinsic part of Irish the 
cultural life of Ireland. In recent years 
the traditional and performing arts have 
EHFRPH�HFRQRPLFDOO\�VLJQLȴFDQW�DQG�
performers including musicians, singers 
and dancers, have careers across the 
entire globe. In our fast paced global 
economy, these performers not only 
need excellent performance skills to 
have a successful career, but also a 
wide variety of vocational skills including 
education, technology, and business 
to be successful in these competitive 
ȴHOGV.�

Funding 
Currently, traditional and perform-
ing arts are enjoying positive growth 
and support from the Arts Council of 
Ireland. The Arts Council is the govern-
ment body which encourages artists to 
embark on challenging and innovative 
projects through a range of awards 
and traditional arts funding. Artists, arts 
organisations and groups working with 
the arts can apply for funding through 
the Arts Council.  Examples of funding 
available which may be of interest to 
performing arts graduates include: 
•Next Generation Bursary Award - this
award supports promising artists across
all disciplines at an early but pivotal
stage in their career.
•Traditional Arts Bursary Award – this
award supports professional artists to
develop their art practice. It provides
artists with the time and resources to
WKLQN��UHVHDUFK��UHȵHFW��DQG�FULWLFDOO\
engage with their art.
•Deis - Deis encourages and facilitates
the traditional arts community to seek
funding from the Arts Council for a
range of projects.
•Music Capital Scheme - this scheme
funded by the Department of Arts,
Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht
$΍DLUV�DQG�PDQDJHG�E\�0XVLF�1HWZRUN�
provides support and funding for the
purchase of musical instruments to
both non-professional performing

Traditional and Performing Arts_____________________________

groups/ensembles, and professional 
musicians. Detailed information on all 
traditional and performing arts initia-
tives is available at http://www.artscoun-
cil.ie/Arts-in-Ireland/Traditional-arts/ 

Scholarships
7KH�ΖULVK�:RUOG�$FDGHP\�LQ�8/�R΍HUV�
some interesting scholarships for 
undergraduate and postgraduate stu-
dents. https://www.irishworldacademy.
ie/about/scholarships/ 

International Presence
The Irish World Academy has a strong 
international presence, with students 
from over 40 countries studying there.
The Academy is the location for ‘Fidget 
Feet,’ Ireland’s leading aerial dance 
theatre company,

Future Trends in Culture and 
Investment 
The Irish government is aware that 
D�YLEUDQW�FXOWXUDO�R΍HULQJ�LV�YLWDO�WR�
attracting foreign direct investment. 
In particular, local authorities identify 
cultural vibrancy as a key instrument in 
making their areas attractive for inward 
investment. Likewise, companies in-
vesting in Ireland now look for workers 
who demonstrate both technical and 
creative skills. Companies will invest 
in locations where well-educated and 
mobile workers want to live.
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Creative Arts Therapies
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Sector Overview
Creative Arts Therapist is an umbrella 
term for therapists trained in music, 
dance movement, art, or drama therapy 
and accredited by the Irish Association 
of Creative Arts Therapists (IACAT). 
Creative Arts Therapists receive training 
in clinical practice, theory, and research. 
This includes assessment, treatment, 
planning and delivery, and evaluation. 
Ongoing personal therapy and clini-
cal supervision are an integral part of 
the training. The therapists work in a 
variety of areas from private practice to 
multidisciplinary teams within hospi-
tals, rehabilitation centres, hospices, 
residential care facilities, mental health, 
and social care services. They also 
work in early intervention, schools, and 
disability services. Types of Creative Arts 
Therapies include Music Therapy, Dance 
Movement Therapy (DMT), and Art Ther-
apy. IACAT is actively campaigning for 
statutory recognition and registration of 
Creative Arts Therapies in Ireland. In the 
UK, since 1999, Creative Arts Therapists 
must register with the Health and Care 
Professionals Council. 

Music Therapy
Music therapists work in a variety of 
settings including:
Educational care where the therapy 
facilitates many developmental skills in 
children and adolescents with learning 
and intellectual disabilities, sensory im-
pairments, emotional and behavioural 
GLVRUGHUV��FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�GHȴFLWV��DQG�
developmental disabilities including 
autism. 
Health care where the therapy is 
included in neo-natal settings, oncology, 
and in the treatment of burns, acquired 
brain injuries, and stroke centres. 
Geriatric care where the therapy 
supports those living with dementia, 
promoting positive mood, cognitive 
function, communication, reminiscence, 
and managing behavioural and psycho-
logical symptoms of dementia. 
Palliative care where the therapy sup-
ports individuals at their end-of-life, by 

providing emotional support, inspiring 
life review, and alleviating symptoms. 
Courses: Master of Arts in Music Ther-
apy. The Master of Arts in Music Ther-
apy in UL is the only one of its kind 
available in Ireland. It is a two-year 
full-time programme of study, which 
prepares graduates for professional 
practice as a music therapist. Further 
information is available at https://www.
ul.ie/graduateschool/course/music-ther-
apy-ma.

Graduate Opportunities
Opportunities exist for music therapy 
graduates with the HSE, charitable or-
ganisations, the ETBs, private healthcare 
providers, the Department of Education, 
and social services. Music Therapy has 
a growing evidence base, and is now an 
integral part of health, education, and 
social care systems in many countries. 
Many statutory services recognise it as 
a core therapeutic option. However, 
music therapists in Ireland await statu-
tory recognition. 
accredited creative arts therapist, with 
IACAT, the Irish Association of Creative 
Arts Therapists, the minimum require-
ment is a master’s degree in music, 
dance, art or drama.
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PRIMARY DEGREES FOR FACULTY OF
SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING

This section provides a complete set of statistical charts for
each degree program with the following information:

 Current Situation

 Sector of Employment

 Salaries (Ireland)

 Region of Employment (Ireland)

 Region of Employment (Overseas)
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In Employment-Ireland 90.0%9
In Employment-Overseas 10.0%1

Total: 100.0%10

Current Situation

Bachelor of Architecture

Construction 50.0%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 50.0%

Total: 100.0%
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In Employment-Ireland 61.5%16
In Employment-Overseas 7.7%2
In Further Study 23.1%6
Seeking Employment 7.7%2

Total: 100.0%26

Current Situation

Bachelor of Engineering in Aeronautical Engineering

Other 33.3%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 27.8%
Administrative and Support Services 11.1%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 11.1%
Accommodation and food services 5.6%
Industry 5.6%
Information & Communication 5.6%

Total: 100.0%
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In Employment-Ireland 75.7%28

In Employment-Overseas 8.1%3

In Further Study 8.1%3

Not Available for Employment 2.7%1

Seeking Employment 5.4%2

Total: 100.0%37

Current Situation

Bachelor of Engineering in Biomedical Engineering

Industry 48.4%
Other 22.6%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 22.6%
Construction 3.2%
Education 3.2%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 90.0%9
Seeking Employment 10.0%1

Total: 100.0%10

Current Situation

Bachelor of Engineering in Chemical and Biochemical Engineering

Industry 44.4%
Other 22.2%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 22.2%
Construction 11.1%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 73.3%11
In Further Study 26.7%4

Total: 100.0%15

Current Situation

Bachelor of Engineering in Civil Engineering

Construction 63.6%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 27.3%
Industry 9.1%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 70.0%7
In Further Study 30.0%3

Total: 100.0%10

Current Situation

Bachelor of Engineering in Design and Manufacture

Industry 57.1%
Information & Communication 14.3%
Other 14.3%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 14.3%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 78.1%25

In Employment-Overseas 9.4%3

In Further Study 3.1%1

Not Available for Employment 3.1%1

Seeking Employment 6.3%2

Total: 100.0%32

Current Situation

Bachelor of Engineering in Electronic and Computer Engineering

Industry 42.9%
Information & Communication 21.4%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 21.4%
Other 14.3%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 75.6%34
In Employment-Overseas 15.6%7
In Further Study 8.9%4

Total: 100.0%45

Current Situation

Bachelor of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering

Industry 39.0%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 26.8%
Other 14.6%
Construction 12.2%
Accommodation and food services 2.4%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 2.4%
Human Health & Social Work 2.4%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 77.8%7
In Employment-Overseas 11.1%1
In Further Study 11.1%1

Total: 100.0%9

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Applied Physics

Industry 37.5%
Accommodation and food services 12.5%
Education 12.5%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 12.5%
Other 12.5%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 12.5%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 57.1%12

In Employment-Overseas 9.5%2

Not Available for Employment 4.8%1

Seeking Employment 28.6%6

Total: 100.0%21

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Computer Games Development

Information & Communication 28.6%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 28.6%
Other 21.4%
Industry 14.3%
Accommodation and food services 7.1%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 90.0%18

In Further Study 5.0%1

Not Available for Employment 5.0%1

Total: 100.0%20

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Computer Systems

Information & Communication 44.4%
Industry 22.2%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 22.2%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 5.6%
Other 5.6%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 66.7%8
In Employment-Overseas 8.3%1
In Further Study 25.0%3

Total: 100.0%12

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Construction Management and Engineering

Construction 88.9%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 11.1%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 57.1%8
In Employment-Overseas 7.1%1
In Further Study 21.4%3
Seeking Employment 14.3%2

Total: 100.0%14

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Digital Media Design

Information & Communication 66.7%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 22.2%
Industry 11.1%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 100.0%4

Total: 100.0%4

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Electronics

Professional, Scientific, & Technical 75.0%
Information & Communication 25.0%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 66.7%4
In Employment-Overseas 16.7%1
Seeking Employment 16.7%1

Total: 100.0%6

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Energy

Professional, Scientific, & Technical 60.0%
Education 20.0%
Other 20.0%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 66.7%6
In Employment-Overseas 11.1%1
In Further Study 22.2%2

Total: 100.0%9

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science

Industry 42.9%
Information & Communication 28.6%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 14.3%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 14.3%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 77.8%7
In Further Study 22.2%2

Total: 100.0%9

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Equine Science

Other 42.9%
Human Health & Social Work 14.3%
Industry 14.3%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 14.3%
Wholesale & Retail 14.3%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 78.6%11
In Further Study 21.4%3

Total: 100.0%14

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Financial Mathematics

Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 100.0%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 82.1%32

In Employment-Overseas 2.6%1

In Further Study 10.3%4

Not Available for Employment 2.6%1

Seeking Employment 2.6%1

Total: 100.0%39

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Food Science and Health

Industry 75.8%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 12.1%
Human Health & Social Work 6.1%
Accommodation and food services 3.0%
Other 3.0%

Total: 100.0%
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In Employment-Ireland 65.5%19
In Employment-Overseas 3.4%1
In Further Study 27.6%8
Seeking Employment 3.4%1

Total: 100.0%29

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Industrial Biochemistry

Industry 40.0%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 40.0%
Other 10.0%
Administrative and Support Services 5.0%
Human Health & Social Work 5.0%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 50.0%4
In Further Study 50.0%4

Total: 100.0%8

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Mathematics and Physics

Professional, Scientific, & Technical 75.0%
Industry 25.0%

Total: 100.0%
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In Employment-Ireland 100.0%7

Total: 100.0%7

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Mobile Communications and Security

Professional, Scientific, & Technical 42.9%
Industry 28.6%
Information & Communication 28.6%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 77.8%14
In Employment-Overseas 11.1%2
In Further Study 5.6%1
Seeking Employment 5.6%1

Total: 100.0%18

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Music, Media and Performance Technology

Information & Communication 25.0%
Other 25.0%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 12.5%
Industry 12.5%
Administrative and Support Services 6.3%
Construction 6.3%
Education 6.3%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 6.3%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment

0

4

8

12

16

20

24

15
,0

00
 to

 1
9,

99
9

20
,0

00
 to

 2
4,

99
9

25
,0

00
 to

 2
9,

99
9

30
,0

00
 to

 3
4,

99
9

35
,0

00
 to

 3
9,

99
9

I'd
 ra

th
er

 n
ot

 s
ay

U
p 

to
 1

4,
99

9

Salary

P
e
rc

e
n

ta
g

e
 o

f 
G

ra
d

u
a
te

s

Salaries (Ireland)

0

10

20

30

40

50

Eas
t

M
id
 W

es
t

M
id
la
nd

s

Sou
th

 W
es

t

Location

P
e
rc

e
n

ta
g

e
 o

f 
G

ra
d

u
a
te

s

Region of Employment (Ireland)

0

10

20

30

40

50

G
re

at
 B

rit
ai
n 

 (e
xc

lu
di
ng

N
or

th
er

n 
Ire

la
nd

)

M
id
dl
e 

Eas
t

Location

P
e
rc

e
n

ta
g

e
 o

f 
G

ra
d

u
a
te

s

Region of Employment (Overseas)

 32

 18

No. of Graduates

Total Respondents

69 | Graduate Outcomes Survey | 2018



In Employment-Ireland 72.2%13
In Further Study 27.8%5

Total: 100.0%18

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutical and Industrial Chemistry

Industry 61.5%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 38.5%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 70.6%24

In Employment-Overseas 17.6%6

Not Available for Employment 8.8%3

Seeking Employment 2.9%1

Total: 100.0%34

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Product Design and Technology

Industry 26.7%
Other 20.0%
Construction 10.0%
Education 6.7%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 6.7%
Human Health & Social Work 6.7%
Information & Communication 6.7%
Wholesale & Retail 6.7%
Others 10.0%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 90.0%9
In Further Study 10.0%1

Total: 100.0%10

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Supply Chain Management

Industry 66.7%
Information & Communication 22.2%
Other 11.1%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 87.5%14
In Employment-Overseas 6.3%1
In Further Study 6.3%1

Total: 100.0%16

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science in Technology Management

Industry 60.0%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 13.3%
Wholesale & Retail 13.3%
Construction 6.7%
Information & Communication 6.7%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment

0

4

8

12

16

20

24

20
,0

00
 to

 2
4,

99
9

25
,0

00
 to

 2
9,

99
9

30
,0

00
 to

 3
4,

99
9

35
,0

00
 to

 3
9,

99
9

I'd
 ra

th
er

 n
ot

 s
ay

U
p 

to
 1

4,
99

9

Salary

P
e
rc

e
n

ta
g

e
 o

f 
G

ra
d

u
a
te

s

Salaries (Ireland)

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Bor
de

r R
eg

io
n

Eas
t

M
id
 W

es
t

M
id
la
nd

s

Sou
th

 E
as

t

W
es

t

Location

P
e
rc

e
n

ta
g

e
 o

f 
G

ra
d

u
a
te

s

Region of Employment (Ireland)

0

20

40

60

80

100

EU
 - 

O
th

er
 M

em
be

r

Sta
te

s

Location

P
e
rc

e
n

ta
g

e
 o

f 
G

ra
d

u
a
te

s

Region of Employment (Overseas)

 21

 16

No. of Graduates

Total Respondents

73 | Graduate Outcomes Survey | 2018



Bachelor of Science in Economics and Mathematical Sciences

Current
Situation

Employed in
Ireland

Employed
Abroad

Further
Study

Not
available

Seeking
employment

No. of
Responses

Total no. of
Graduates

0 1 0 0 0 1 5

Bachelor of Science in Mathematical Sciences

Current
Situation

Employed in
Ireland

Employed
Abroad

Further
Study

Not
available

Seeking
employment

No. of
Responses

Total no. of
Graduates

2 0 0 0 1 3 5

Bachelor of Science in Wood Science and Technology

Current
Situation

Employed in
Ireland

Employed
Abroad

Further
Study

Not
available

Seeking
employment

No. of
Responses

Total no. of
Graduates

2 0 0 0 0 2 6
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In Employment-Ireland 76.7%23
In Employment-Overseas 16.7%5
In Further Study 6.7%2

Total: 100.0%30

Current Situation

Bachelor of Science (Education) in Biological Sciences

Education 85.7%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 7.1%
Industry 3.6%
Information & Communication 3.6%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 91.3%21
In Employment-Overseas 8.7%2

Total: 100.0%23

Current Situation

Bachelor of Technology  (Education)  in Materials and Architectural Technology

Education 69.6%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 17.4%
Industry 8.7%
Construction 4.3%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 58.3%7
In Further Study 33.3%4
Seeking Employment 8.3%1

Total: 100.0%12

Current Situation

Bachelor of Technology  (Education) in Materials and Engineering Technology

Education 85.7%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 14.3%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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MASTERS TAUGHT FOR FACULTY OF SCIENCE
          AND ENGINEERING

This section provides a complete set of statistical charts for
each degree program with the following information:

Current Situation

Sector of Employment

Salaries (Ireland)

Region of Employment (Ireland)

Region of Employment (Overseas)
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In Employment-Ireland 69.2%9

In Employment-Overseas 23.1%3

Not Available for Employment 7.7%1

Total: 100.0%13

Current Situation

Master of Engineering Computer and Communications Systems

Professional, Scientific, & Technical 50.0%
Information & Communication 25.0%
Industry 16.7%
Education 8.3%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 91.3%21
In Employment-Overseas 4.3%1
In Further Study 4.3%1

Total: 100.0%23

Current Situation

Master of Engineering in Information and Network Security

Industry 36.4%
Information & Communication 27.3%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 27.3%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 9.1%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 50.0%3
Seeking Employment 50.0%3

Total: 100.0%6

Current Situation

Master of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering

Professional, Scientific, & Technical 66.7%
Construction 33.3%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 40.0%2
In Employment-Overseas 60.0%3

Total: 100.0%5

Current Situation

Master of Engineering in Mechatronics

Industry 60.0%
Education 20.0%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 20.0%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 85.7%6
In Further Study 14.3%1

Total: 100.0%7

Current Situation

Master of Science in Aeronautical Engineering

Industry 33.3%
Other 33.3%
Information & Communication 16.7%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 16.7%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 33.3%2
In Further Study 50.0%3
Seeking Employment 16.7%1

Total: 100.0%6

Current Situation

Master of Science in Applied Physics

Education 50.0%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 50.0%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 66.7%6
In Further Study 11.1%1
Seeking Employment 22.2%2

Total: 100.0%9

Current Situation

Master of Science in Biomedical Device Materials

Accommodation and food services 33.3%
Industry 33.3%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 16.7%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 16.7%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 88.9%16
In Employment-Overseas 5.6%1
Seeking Employment 5.6%1

Total: 100.0%18

Current Situation

Master of Science in Health Informatics

Human Health & Social Work 82.4%
Education 11.8%
Information & Communication 5.9%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 77.8%7
In Employment-Overseas 22.2%2

Total: 100.0%9

Current Situation

Master of Science in Interactive Media

Industry 22.2%
Information & Communication 22.2%
Other 22.2%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 22.2%
Administrative and Support Services 11.1%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 80.0%4
In Further Study 20.0%1

Total: 100.0%5

Current Situation

Master of Science in Mathematical Modelling

Education 50.0%
Industry 25.0%
Other 25.0%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 87.5%14
In Employment-Overseas 6.3%1
In Further Study 6.3%1

Total: 100.0%16

Current Situation

Master of Science in Software Engineering

Information & Communication 46.7%
Industry 20.0%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 13.3%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 13.3%
Human Health & Social Work 6.7%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 53.2%41
In Employment-Overseas 1.3%1
In Further Study 40.3%31
Not Available for Employment 3.9%3
Seeking Employment 1.3%1

Total: 100.0%77

Current Situation

All Faculties - Certificates and Diplomas

Administrative and Support Services 2.4%
Education 7.1%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 4.8%
Human Health & Social Work 21.4%
Industry 21.4%
Information & Communication 4.8%
Other 26.2%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 9.5%
Wholesale & Retail 2.4%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 84.1%69
In Employment-Overseas 3.7%3
In Further Study 6.1%5
Not Available for Employment 1.2%1
Seeking Employment 4.9%4

Total: 100.0%82

Current Situation

 53

 126No. of Graduates

Total Respondents

Human Health & Social Work 23.6%
Other 23.6%
Industry 15.3%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 13.9%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 8.3%
Education 6.9%
Information & Communication 4.2%
Construction 2.8%
Others 1.4%

Total: 100.0%

Sector of Employment
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In Employment-Ireland 76.8%517
In Employment-Overseas 12.9%87
In Further Study 4.5%30
Not Available for Employment 1.9%13
Seeking Employment 3.9%26

Total: 100.0%673

Current Situation

All Faculties - Masters Taught

 1006 

 673 

No. of Graduates

Total Respondents

Human Health & Social Work 18.7%
Education 15.1%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 12.9%
Industry 12.6%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 12.1%
Other 11.9%
Information & Communication 9.4%
Administrative and Support Services 2.3%
Others 5.0%

Total: 100.0%
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In Employment-Ireland 85.7%12
In Further Study 7.1%1
Seeking Employment 7.1%1

Total: 100.0%14

Current Situation

All Faculties - Masters Research
 16

 14

No. of Graduates

Total Respondents

Industry 33.3%
Education 25.0%
Accommodation and food services 8.3%
Construction 8.3%
Human Health & Social Work 8.3%
Other 8.3%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 8.3%

Total: 100.0%
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In Employment-Ireland 80.6%58
In Employment-Overseas 15.3%11
Not Available for Employment 1.4%1
Seeking Employment 2.8%2

Total: 100.0%72

Current Situation

All Faculties - Doctorates

 119

 72

No. of Graduates

Total Respondents

Education 53.6%
Human Health & Social Work 11.6%
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 11.6%
Financial, Insurance & Real Estate 7.2%
Industry 7.2%
Other 7.2%
Administrative and Support Services 1.4%

Total: 100.0%
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UL Careers Service - 2018-2019

3,044 
Followers

2,399
Followers

688
Followers

1,958
Followers

2 1 26 1 7

8 , 5 3 4 2 , 3 8 0

Organisations
A d v e r t i s e d

E x h i b i t o r s

S t u d e n t s
In Attendance

V a c a n c i e s

CAREERS
F A I R S

JOBS

111
Career
Seminars

2,547
Students in 
Attendance

59
Employer

Presentations

703
Students

In Attendance

498
Career 
Consultations

CV CLINICS

651

Careers Activities
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Notes
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