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In her 2006 article on Mary F. Robinson and Vernon Lee, Emily Harrington drew attention to ways in which the two women explored the “ethical responsibilities of aesthetics” during the fin-de-siècle, shaping a discourse that both drew upon, and significantly altered, the templates established by their male contemporaries. This paper will follow Harrington's lead by reasserting the connection between political commitment and artistic production during the period, and emphasising the importance of female literary networks. The focus of the paper is Hannah Lynch (born Dublin 1859, died Paris 1904), Robinson's close friend and fellow salonnière, in 1890s Paris. Lynch published a range of short stories and novels from the early 1880s onwards, many of which engaged with contemporary and popular debates surrounding the “New Woman”, in both Irish and European contexts.  

Although her writing was markedly different from that of Robinson, the paper will explore the way in which depictions of "sympathy"-- either as "compassion", or as a less quantifiable act of emotional engagement-- also played a central role in Lynch's writing of the period. Lynch typically portrayed such engagements as subversive of both radical and reactionary agendas. In this sense, they provided her not only with the opportunity to explore the uncertain territory upon which we encounter others, but to negotiate the polarities driving the ambivalent category of the “New Woman”. However, equally important to this negotiation was Lynch's position as an émigré, Catholic, Irish writer, whose writing identity was in large part shaped by the requirements of her (mainly British) publishers and readers. This paper will also pay close attention to Lynch's portrayal of the ways in which sympathy-- or the lack of it-- can cross or reinforce the barriers of national or political affiliation.

