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Many of Oscar Wilde’s critical essays are written in a dialogue form, such as “The Decay of Lying”(1889) and “The Critic as Artist”(1890). The format facilitates the concept that a writer’s best arguments are always with himself or herself. This kind of writing also challenges the notion of absolute conclusions or certainties. 

This paper will examine some notable dialogues in George Moore’s “Mildred Lawson” from the collection Celibates (1895), such as Mildred’s arguments with her brother and her suitors regarding a woman’s role in life. Mildred aspires to a life as an artist and tries to persuade herself as much as others that she is prepared to remain single in pursuit of her goal. Moore’s dialogue-heavy story often seems closer to a critical essay than to short fiction and can be interpreted as a textual experiment. The central characters discuss many topical issues in 1890s culture and art. I will pay particular attention to the sections of “Mildred Lawson” that seem most like a dialogical critical essay.

