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In this paper, I propose a reading of imaginative versions of the life and of the sexuality of Oscar Wilde, in texts produced in Ireland over the past fifty years. In examining them. I will suggest ways in which Fin de Siecle concerns and themes find a renewed expression in these fictive and dramatic versions of Wilde, his sexuality and his Irishness Firstly, I consider the work of Michael MacLiammóir and his widely performed one-man stage show The Importance of Being Oscar.  In 1960, MacLiammóir created an acceptable version of Wilde, his life and his writings for a wide audience in Ireland and elsewhere. The many and popular performances of this show was crucial for the process of cultural acceptance for Wilde. The focus of the second half of this paper will be dramatizations of Wilde’s life in Terry Eagleton’s 1989 Saint Oscar and Tom Kilroy’s 1997 The Secret Fall of Constance Wilde and novels like Jamie O’Neill’s At Swim Two Boys 2001 and Colm Tobin’s The Master 2004  In these latter texts, the writer place Wilde’s Irishness and his sexuality within an imagined context of Fin de Siecle discourses and forms and I will trace these re-inventions of an Irish  decadent aesthetic as refracted through the historical figure of Wilde.
