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THE BRIEF 

 
 

Project Aim and Objectives 

The aim of this project is to put Mungret on the map. Showcasing Mungret’s identity to a larger 

audience has been the vision of our community partner who understands the small community is 

often overlooked by the public despite its historical influence. 

Though the team was initially tasked with designing a brochure, after evaluating the needs of our 

community partner we recommended the development of a website as alternative media that 

would better promote Mungret. Our project was to design the website that would convey the 

relevance of Mungret’s rich history, centralize resources, and make them accessible to everyone. 

 

 

Project Rationale 

Our community partner has been working on preserving, protecting, and promoting the heritage of 

Mungret for 20 years. However, he has struggled with promoting Mungret to the locals as well as 

tourists. By undertaking the website, we create a global platform for Mungret to attract more 

visitors. This benefits the local community culturally and financially.  

The website organizes the previously dispersed resources of Mungret, reaches a global as well as 

local audience, and displays the information in an appealing and relevant form of media. The 

project is aligned with Mungret Heritage Society’s mission to “create community identity through 

shared heritage.” It also capitalizes on the unique skillset of its student leaders, who share 

experience in website development, graphic design, and entrepreneurship. Mungret has not yet 

proved itself fit for place on Ireland’s map, and we aim to change that. 
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COMMUNITY   

Overview of Community Organisation 

 

Mungret is a little town on the outskirts of Limerick filled with a vibrant community who take pride in 

their culture and history. Mungret was one of the first places to be colonized by early humans in 

Ireland, even predating Limerick City, due to its advantageous location on the River Shannon. 

Furthermore, Mungret was buzzing with activity during the Mesolithic Age, Bronze Age and spread of 

Christianity. This history is reflected in the historical sites around Mungret Area including Mungret 

College, a cement factory, churches, old ruins, small houses, among other buildings. Mungret Heritage 

Society was founded in 2001 by a group of people with support from Mungret Parish who saw a need 

to protect the town’s undervalued, rich history. The group created interpretive panels throughout 

Mungret area which describe the historical context of sites like Mungret Abbey and St. Nessan’s 

Church. They also host historical lectures, community days, and a variety of projects to support the 

cause. 

Mission:   Preserve, protect, cultivate Mungret’s rich culture and heritage  

Vision:    Foster global appreciation of Mungret’s identity 

Target population:  Local, Regional, and Global (current focus) Audiences 

Services:   Coffee shop, book store, playground, church, etc. 

 

Community Partners 

 
 

Nessan O’Donoghue is our community contact for the Mungret Heritage 

Society and is well-known for his dedicated work in the community. He 

was born in Mungret Village 1945 and studied in the local National School, 

Limerick C.B.S and UCD. He enjoyed a career teaching Business, Economics 

and Economic History at St. Munchin's College, Limerick. He is passionate 

about the history of Mungret and in 2001 became a founder member of 

the Pubblebrien Historical Society (which included Mungret as part of the 

wider barony of Pubblebrien). In 2011, the Society narrowed its attention 

to Mungret and was renamed the Mungret Heritage Society. He has been 

Heritage Officer for both Societies since 2001, leading several educational 

projects in those positions. 
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Alexandra Ferri – Penn State University 

I am from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA and studying abroad at UL for Spring 

semester. I am completing a dual degree in Biomedical and Mechanical 

Engineering with a minor in Engineering Leadership and Development and I am 

passionate about learning. I am an athlete, a pianist, and entrepreneur. Two 

years ago I developed A.Ferri Designs, a custom art and graphic design 

business which I manage in my free time. I cherish the learning process and 

partnership I experienced working for UL Engage. I respect my community 

partners’ deep understanding of the local community which he imparts on us 

with passion which enabled me to experience Ireland from a unique 

perspective. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kartik Kamdar – Penn State University 

I am an international student from Mumbai, India and study at Penn State 

University, USA. I love travelling around the world and thus decided to study 

abroad at UL while studying abroad in the United States. I am majoring in 

aerospace engineering and minoring in Entrepreneurship and Innovation as 

well as IST for Aerospace Engineers. I love exploring, innovating, playing sports, 

dancing, and problem-solving. This year, I started my own business Boxit, 

which connects people in need of storage space to those with spare space. I 

am so glad that I had the opportunity to be a part of this wonderful project. I 

learnt new skills and also had the chance to enhance my existing skills. This is 

definitely a highlight of my time in Ireland. 

 

  

 

 

STUDENTS 
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 OUTCOMES 

“Putting Mungret on the Map” yielded three specific results Spring 2018 semester (current): 

(1) A plan for a three-phase campaign developed by UL Engage students as a strategy to 

promote Mungret and cultivate its identity.  

It operates under the formula: 

   Strategy = Establish Platform + Educate + Connect 

(2) The completion of Mungret Heritage Society’s new website as part of Phase 2 of the plan.  

(3) Plans for “Mungret Heritage Day” to be implemented in the future, Phase 3. 

 

The plan focuses on establishing infrastructure to communicate Mungret’s history (Phases 1 

and 2) and then cultivating connections with the local community, specifically the youth 

(Phase 3). Note that although the plan was created this year, it incorporates work from last 

year’s project in the form of Phase 1.  

 

Phase 1 (completed Fall 2018): consisted of mapping Mungret Area and the interpretative panels’ 

locations created by the society to provide visitors an easy way to navigate the Mungret Area. 

  

 

Phase 2 (current, Spring 2018): created a website establishing a global platform and organizing the 

plethora of resources protected by the society. 
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Phase 3 (next semester): recommends implementing student created plan for “Mungret Heritage Days” to 

promote participation within the local community and create new content to share with the world on the 

website.  

 

 

After All-Phases Completed: Re-evaluate needs of the community and establish a new plan. This could 

involve encouraging legislation to protect important sites which also attracts media and governing offices, 

both of which increase the reach of Mungret’s message. 

 

The anticipated impact of this approach: 

The challenge with reaching a greater audience is inspiring people to care. The marketing plan above 

follows a local to global approach meaning developmental work begins at the heart, the local community.  

A community with a strong local identity: who cares and is educated, will act to protect this history just as 

our community partner has done. These attributes motivate people to invest in what they care about.  

This manifests as local legislation to protect the history and an actively engaged community.  A community 

with a strong identity and legislation attracts attention from a wider community as it gives media a clear 

topic to talk about (via content developed and communicated in Phases 1 and 2).  

Phase 3 was designed to focus on building connections with youth in the local community because 

eventually some kids will stay in Mungret and continue to protect it. Others will move away; their mobility 

is an important avenue for spreading information. If strong connective roots are developed by the kids in 

Mungret, they will share them wherever they end up, increasing Mungret’s global presence as a significant 

place in history.  

 

 

OUTCOMES 
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TESTIMONIALS 

 
“We were all made aware growing up, that Mungret was a famous and 

ancient parish, much older than Limerick City. Yet, its story was not being 

told or preserved as our rural parish became urbanised over the past 25 

years. It's been a great privilege to have the opportunity of preserving, 

promoting and presenting Mungret's history and heritage.  

 

A very important aspect has been my engagement with the students from 

UL on projects of Mungret interest. Their work has been excellent, 

gratifying and heart-warming, and has boosted my morale in an activity 

which is often undervalued by wider society.” 

 

Nessan on his inspiration for taking the lead and UL students. 

 

 

Nessan O’Donoghue 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The next step is to complete Phase 3 of the plan to find ways to share Mungret Heritage and connect 

with the local community. 

 

1. Implement proposed plan for “Mungret Heritage Day” 

 

2. Complete Visitor’s Room 

 

3. Develop youth programming  

 

4. Brainstorm new ways to promote Mungret to tourists 
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1. Mungret Heritage Website, designed Spring 2018 (current). 

 

 

  

 

 

APPENDICES & GALLERY 
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2. St. Nessan’s Church, Mungret Area (acquired from Fall 2018): site of a couple interactive panels installed by 

the Mungret Heritage Society found on the map (Phase 1, Appendix Item 5) 
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3. Mesolithic Man: A recent representation of a man from the Mesolithic Era thought to have settled in 

Mungret according to our community partner 

 

 

4. Picture of Mungret College, another site on the map (Phase 1, Appendix Item 5) taken by Nessan 

O’Donoghue 

 

 

  



16 
 

5. The map/ brochure completed for Mungret Heritage Society by UL Engage students in Fall 2018 (Phase 1)  
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