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COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

Bruff is a small town with a population of 724 situated in Co. Limerick and joined by the 

parishes of Grange and Meanus.  Having recently won a town pride award, the community is 

continuously looking for ways to better itself, and thus came to the UL Engage Programme 

hoping to enlist the help of several University of Limerick students to accomplish the goal of 

uniting the three parishes of Bruff, Grange, and Meanus. The town of Bruff is steeped with 

tradition and is home to many historical sites such as the de Lacy Tower house, An Binn Lisin, 

The Carbery Mausoleum, Flax Mill, the Sean Wall Memorial, and Lough Gur.  

 The town is also a hereditary hometown of the late John F. Kennedy. His great 

grandfather, Thomas Fitzgerald left Bruff in 1864 where he was a farmer to emigrate to 

America and experiencing difficulties associated with fallout from the Great Famine. The town 

of Bruff has a hereditary centre dedicated to the familial line of Thomas Fitzgerald and is a 

facility that became a focus for the students during the project. One of the upcoming issues 

will cover a feature on the John Fitzgerald Kennedy Centre.  
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

Mark Nagle and Biddy Hayes functioned as the primary liaison between the students and the 

community.  They both sit on the BGM Community Council and are active participants in the 

community’s events, businesses, and organisations.  Mark and Biddy set out the vision that the 

BGM Council had in mind when they sought the help of the University of Limerick’s UL Engage 

Programme.  

The students met with Mark and Biddy on their weekly trips to the community wherein 

they received advise and feedback in regards to the project. In addition to the guidance 

provided by Biddy and Mark, Thomas Bulfin served as the editor for the copy that the students 

wrote for each article. Tracey Butler, another active participant in the BGM Community 

Council, helped with the newsletter layout and assembly, as she will be assisting with the 

newsletter during the summer months. All of these community partners were instrumental in 

the development of the newsletter and the organisation database. 
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Natalie Ames and Nicole Murphy 

  

 

 

STUDENTS 

Natalie Ames and Nicole Murphy are two University of Limerick study abroad students brought 

to UL through the IFSA-Butler Programme.  Natalie, a first-year student, is from Tulsa, 

Oklahoma, and studies nursing at the University of Tulsa in the United States.  Nicole Murphy, 

a third year student, is from Culpeper, Virginia, and studies marketing at Providence College in 

the United States.  After hearing about the UL Engage Program at the study abroad 

orientation, presentation these two students decided to apply to the programme and were 

then placed together to work on the BGM Community Project.  

 Despite their differences in experience and class year, the two students were able to 

bring different perspectives to the project. Nicole Murphy had experience with writing blogs 

and taglines as a marketing student with past internships and was able spearhead 

communications between the students and the community members. Natalie Ames, as a 

nursing student, brought her scientific background when it came time to strategize how to 

approach the project and assisted with writing articles and interviewing Colette Ryan for the 

CareBright feature in the second newsletter. Together, the students were able to come 

together to help the BGM Community Council further unite its community.  
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PROJECT RATIONALE 

The focus of the BGM Community Project is to unify the three parishes of Bruff, Grange, and 

Meanus.  When the students first met with Biddy Hayes and Mark Nagle in Bruff, it was clear 

that the ultimate goal for this semester was to establish a newsletter for the town, publish it, 

and distribute the first two issues to the community.  As the students first began this project, 

many challenges had to be overcome to complete it.  Several tasks needed to be accomplished 

to create the final newsletter, including: 

 Creating an overall design for the newsletter 

 Determining what events, people, or places would be highlighted in the articles, how 

many articles could be fit into a single newsletter, and what the titles of each section 

should be 

 Receiving accurate information from around the community to write the articles 

 Setting up and distributing an evaluation to the various community organizations to 

determine which ones are still active and to collect their correct contact information as 

well as any information on their organization’s upcoming events 

 Figuring out a way to fund the printing of the newsletter 

 Through this newsletter, a few goals were achieved: 

 The community now has one single place to highlight important numbers they might 

need to contact various organizations in the town.  This was accomplished by including 

a list of important contact information on the back of each issue of the newsletter. 

 The community now has a calendar with a list of upcoming events in order to get more 

people informed and involved in the activities of the BGM community.  This calendar of 

listed events is to be included in every issue of the newsletter so that recipients will 

always have an updated calendar. 
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 Different parts of the community will now get their turn in the spotlight to be featured 

in the different articles, resulting in the community spreading their information to the 

community in a way that would not have been possible without the newsletter. 

 

In the first issue, the three articles covered: 

 The St. Patrick’s Day Parade and other festivities 

 The local Community Café 

 The purpose of the newsletter and information behind the creators: Nicole Murphy and 

Natalie Ames 

In the second issue, the articles covered: 

 The new and revolutionary CareBright facility being built in Bruff 

 BGM Community Council elections 

 Bruff Tidy Towns, a local organization 

Both issues have been successfully distributed, and the community has met the newsletter 

with great praise.  The newsletter will continue to create new issues throughout the summer 

and for an indefinite amount of time.  
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In addition to the newsletter, the students also helped promote and participate in the Bruff, 

Grange, and Meanus Saint Patrick’s Day Celebration. As aforementioned, the first newsletter 

focused on the celebration and promoted the events that were taking place throughout the 

weekend. On St. Patrick’s Day Weekend, the students attended the Irish Music Night in the 

Fitzgerald Centre and then walked in the Parade and attended the annual Duck Race the next 

morning. It was important to the students that they supported the events they were 

promoting and so, this weekend quickly became one of the highlights of the project. 

 The students also started work on a working database for the organisations, clubs, and 

societies in the BGM community. The students evaluated current organisations and collected 

received information into an excel database. After initial email addresses were received, the 

students sent out an email to the organisations enquiring about upcoming events. This 

information is transferred to the excel spreadsheet on a rolling basis as responses are received 

via email. The database is where new students will be able to take up the project. The 

database could use a new, organised look and could benefit from further methods of 

classification. There is also the issue of many people not replying to the email, and so it would 

be beneficial for the new group of students to focus on deciding on a way to receive timely and 

accurate information from the organisations in the community.  

 It would also be useful for a landing page to be created on the visitbruff.com webpage 

that would house an online form that organisations could fill out with any updates they might 

have concerning their societies. This form would be submitted and the information directly 

sent to the individual in charge of the database. Going forward, this would be a good starting 

point to consider.  
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